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The Key to Knowledge 
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Shaykh Muhammad Al-Malki 

 

Dars 15- `Aqeedah: The Pillars of Eemaan – Belief in the Prophets and Messengers  
06/03/2011 

 
After praising Allaah Subhaanahu wa Ta`Aalaa and sending salaah and salaam upon His Messenger 
Muhammad (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam), his family, companions and those who followed him, our 
Shaykh and teacher, Muhammad Al-Malki welcomed the students to another session of the Key to 
Knowledge Course. He began with a review of the previous day’s material covering the topic of: Belief 
in the Prophets and Messengers. 
 

REVIEW 

Yesterday we spoke about the fourth pillar of Eemaan (Faith) which is the belief in the Messengers.  
We also spoke about the definitions of Messenger and Prophet and the difference between them.  We 
said (as in the hadeeth) there were 124,000 Prophets and Messengers. From that number (124,000), 
three hundred fifteen (315) of them were Messengers, and the remainder were Prophets.  We spoke 
about the Messengers and Prophets and their nations and lands as well as the number of times they 
(meaning those who were named for us) were mentioned in the Qur’aan.  We spoke about Ulul-`azmi 

min ar-Rusul ( ِأوُْلُوا الْعَزْمِ مِنَ الرُّسُل - the Messengers of strong will) from amongst them and that they were 

five: Nooh, Ibraaheem, Moosaa, `Eesaa (`alayhimus-salaam) and Muhammad (sallallaahu`alayhis-
salaatuh was-salaam).   
 
 

REASONS FOR SENDING THE PROPHETS AND MESSENGERS 

There are a number of reasons for sending the Prophets and Messengers, which Allaah Ta`Aalaa 

mentioned in His Book and which He revealed to all of His Messengers.  The first and main purpose is 

as Allaah `Azza wa Jall mentioned in Soorah An-Nahl 16/36: 

ڇ  ڇ    ڇچ  چ  چ   چ  ڇ  ڄ  ڄ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃچ 

ژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ  ک          ک    ڈڍ  ڍ  ڌ  ڌ   ڎ  ڎ  ڈ

  چک  ک    

And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger 

(proclaiming): "Worship Allaah (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) Taaghoot (all 

false deities, etc. i.e. do not worship Taaghoot besides Allaah)." [An-Nahl 16:36] 
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And also as it comes in the saying of Allaah Azza wa Jall: 

 چٱ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ  پ  پ   ڀ   ڀ   ڀ        ڀ  ٺ   ٺ    چ 

And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad - Sallallaahu`alayhi wa 

sallam) but We revealed to him (saying): Laa ilaaha illa Ana [none has the right to be 

worshipped but I (Allaah)], so worship Me (Alone and none else)." [Al-Anbiyaa’ 21:25] 

So the first purpose was that they call the people to worship Allaah Alone.   

The second reason they were sent was to be bearers of good news and warning: bearers of good news 

to those who obey  and warning those who disobey, as Allaah Ta`Aalaa said in Soorah An-Nisaa’: 

 چژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ       ڈڎ  ڈ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڍ   ڍ  ڌ  ڌ  ڎچ 

Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning in order that mankind 
should have no plea against Allaah after the (coming of) Messengers. And Allaah is 

Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise. [An-Nisaa’ 4:165] 

Allaah Subhaanahu wa Ta`Aalaa told us that He sent the Messengers only to be obeyed: 

  چ  ھڻ  ڻ  ۀ  ۀ  ہ       ہ  ہ  ہچ 

We sent no Messenger, but to be obeyed by Allaah's Leave. [An-Nisaa’ 4:64] 

So these are the reasons for the Prophets and Messengers being sent. 
 
 

THE MESSENGERS AND PROPHETS ARE NOT ALL EQUAL BEFORE ALLAAH 

Some of the Prophets are more preferred to Allaah Ta`Aalaa as comes in Soorah Al-Baqarah: 

  چ   ڀپ  ڀ  ڀ       ڀ  پٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ  چ

  Those Messengers! We preferred some to others; to some of them Allaah spoke 
(directly)...  [Al-Baqarah 2:253] 

 
Those that Allaah spoke to directly were Aadaam (`alayhis-salaam), Moosaa (`alayhis-salaam), and 

Muhammad (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam).  They were all sent with one religion which is Islaam. Allaah 

said in Soorah Al-An`aam: 

  چڳ  ڳ  ڳ   ڳ      چ

… and each one of them We preferred to the 'Aalameen [mankind and jinn (of their 
times)]. [Al-An`aam 6:86] 

  



3 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD (SALALLAAHU`ALAYHI WA SALLAM) 

We have to clarify the characteristics and special qualities of Prophet Muhammad (salallaahu `alayhi 

was sallam). From them, is that his message is universal i.e. the universality of his mission, as Allaah 

said in Soorah Saba’: 

  چۀ  ہ  ہ  ہ  ہ    ھ  ھ  ھ  ھ  ے       ے  ۓ     چ 

And We have not sent you (O Muhammad sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam) except as a giver of 
glad tidings and a warner to all mankind, but most of men know not.  [Saba’ 34:28] 

And as Allaah Ta`Aalaa says in Soorah Al-Furqaan: 

  چڭ  ڭ  ڭ  ۇ  ۇ  ۆ  ۆ  ۈ  ۈ     چ 

Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion (of right and wrong, i.e. this Qur'aan) to 
His slave (Muhammad sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam) that he may be a warner to the 

'Aalameen (mankind and jinn).  [Al-Furqaan 25:1] 
 
It is also mentioned in the hadeeth recorded in Saheeh Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurayrah 

(radhiyallaahu `anhu), that he (sallallaahu `alayhi was sallam) said: 

لي‏الغنائم‏‏‏‏ونصرت‏بالرعب‏وأحلت‏‏‏‏جوامع‏الكلم‏‏‏‏فضلت‏على‏الأنبياء‏بست‏أعطيت‏‏‏‏
 بي‏النبيون‏‏‏لي‏الأرض‏طهورا‏ومسجدا‏وأرسلت‏إلى‏الخلق‏كافة‏وختم‏‏‏‏وجعلت‏

“ I have been given superiority over the other Prophets in six respects: (1) I have been 
given words which are concise but comprehensive in meaning; (2) I have been helped 
by terror (in the hearts of enemies1);(3) spoils have been made lawful to me: (4) the 

earth has been made for me clean and a place of worship;2 (5) I have been sent to all 
mankind and ( 6 ) the line of Prophets is closed with me. 

This is the first characteristic of Rasoolullaah (sallallaahu `alayhi was sallam) - that his message and 

mission are universal.  

The second of his characteristics is that he is the last and seal of the Prophets and Messengers as it is 

mentioned in Soorah Al-Ahzaab: 

ئۈ  ئۈ  ئې  ئې    ئۆې  ى         ى  ئا  ئا  ئە  ئە  ئو   ئو  ئۇ  ئۇ  ئۆچ 

  چئې     

                                                        
1 In another narration it is: and I have been supported by awe (by which the enemy is overwhelmed) from the distance 
(which one takes) one month to cover. 
2 This also refers to using the earth/dust for tayammum, as in the Hadeeth of Aamaar describing the way of performing 
Tayammum where the Prophet (sallallahu`alayhi wa sallam) told him to hit the ground once with both hands,  then wipe 
one over the other from the wrist to the fingers then the face once and that suffices. 
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Muhammad (sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam) is not the father of any man among you, 
but he is the Messenger of Allaah and the last (end) of the Prophets. And Allaah is 

Ever All-Knower of everything).  [Al-Ahzaab 33:40] 
 
Allaah's Apostle (sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam) said: 

"My similitude in comparison with the other Prophets before me is that of a man who has built a 

house nicely and beautifully, except for a place of one brick in a corner. The people go about it and 

wonder at its beauty, but say: 'Would that this brick be put in its place!' So I am that brick, and I am 

the last of the Prophets." [Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim] 

Another special quality of Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam) is that Allaah Ta`Aalaa 

has supported him with the Glorious Qur'aan that He has revealed to him.  It is the greatest of all the 

miracles given to the Prophets and the most evident of all signs. It is the Words of Allaah and He 

Subhaanahu wa Ta`Aalaa will protect it against corruption and alteration.  It shall remain with the 

Muslim nations until the time when it will be raised to Allaah and that will be at the end of time as 

mentioned yesterday. The proof for that is the saying of Allaah Ta`Aalaa in Soorah Al-Israa’: 

ڀ   ڀ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ   ٹ  ٹ  ٹ  ڤ  چ 

 چڤ     ڤ  ڤ  ڦ  

  Say: "If the mankind and the jinn were together to produce the like of this Qur'aan, they 
could not produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another."  [Al-Israa’ 17:88] 

And Allaah Ta`Aalaa also said in Soorah Al-Baqarah: 

ۉ  ۉ  ې  ې  ې  ې  ى  ى   ئا  ئا   ئە  ئە  ئو  ئو  ئۇ  چ 

ئۆ  ئۈ                ئۈ  ئې  ئې  ئې  ئى  ئى  ئى  ی   ی   ی  ی   ئۇ  ئۆ  

    چئى  ئي    ئمئج  ئح
And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians) are in doubt concerning that which We have sent 
down (i.e. the Qur'aan) to Our slave (Muhammad sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam), then produce a 

Soorah (chapter) of the like thereof and call your witnesses (supporters and helpers) besides Allaah, 
if you are truthful. (23) But if you do it not, and you can never do it, then fear the Fire (Hell) whose 

fuel is men and stones, prepared for the disbelievers.  [Al-Baqarah 2:23-24] 
 
These are some of the characteristics of the Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam). 
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THE WAY TO BELIEVE IN THE PROPHETS AND MESSENGERS 

First of all, we must believe in them in general i.e. that Allaah Ta`Aalaa sent Prophets and Messengers. 

He (Subhaanahu wa Ta`Aalaa) said:  

ڇ  ڇ    ڇڄ  ڄ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  چ  چ  چ   چ  ڇچ 

ژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ  ک          ک    ڈڍ  ڍ  ڌ  ڌ   ڎ  ڎ  ڈ

  چک  ک    
And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger 

(proclaiming): "Worship Allaah (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) Taaghoot (all 

false deities, etc. i.e. do not worship Taaghoot besides Allaah)." [An-Nahl 16:36] 

And Allaah Ta`Aalaa said: 

 ڻ    ڻ  ڻ   ڻ  ۀ  ۀ  ںڱ  ڱ  ڱ  ںچ 

  چ    …ہ  ہ  ہ  ہ       ھ  ھ  ھ  

And also some of their fathers and their progeny and their brethren, We chose them, 

and We guided them to a Straight Path. (87) This is the Guidance of Allaah with which 

He guides whomsoever He wills …  [Al-An`aam 6:87-88] 

And similarly: 

  چ      ئحی  ی  ئج  ی  یچ 

…Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth…   [Al-A`raaf 7:43] 

And also as in Soorah Yaa Seen: 

  چئۇ  ئۇ  ئۆ  ئۆ   ئۈ  ئۈ   چ

… "This is what the Most Gracious (Allaah) had promised, and the Messengers spoke 

truth!"… [Yaa Seen 36:52] 

 
So here He mentioned Messengers.  And also In Soorah Al-Anbiyaa’: 

 چٱ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ  پ  پ   ڀ   ڀ   ڀ        ڀ  ٺ   ٺ    چ 

And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad sallallaahu`alayhi wa 

sallam) but We revealed to him (saying): Laa ilaaha illa Ana [none has the right to be 

worshipped but I (Allaah)], so worship Me (Alone and none else)." [Al-Anbiyaa’ 21:25] 
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The aayaat - the proofs and evidences for this are so many in regards to belief in the Prophets in a 

general way.  As for believing in the (Prophets and) Messengers in detail, twenty-five (25) of them were 

named in the Qur’aan and they were mentioned in many different places in the Book of Allaah. From 

those places is Soorah Al-An`aam: 

ٹ    ڤ  ڤ    ٹٿ  ٿ  ٹ  ٹ  ٿ ڀ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ     ٺ    ٿچ 

چ    چڃ   ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  ڄڄ  ڄ  ڄڤ   ڤ   ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  ڦ

ڌ  ڌ  ڎ  ڎ     ڍچ  چ  ڇ  ڇ   ڇ  ڇ  ڍ

ڑ            ک  ک  ک   ک  گ  گ    ڑڈ  ڈ  ژ  ژ

 چڳ  ڳ  ڳ   ڳ      گگ

 And that was Our Proof which We gave Ibraaheem (Abraham) against his people. We raise 

whom We will in degrees. Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing. (83) And We bestowed 

upon him Ishaaq (Isaac) and Ya'qoob (Jacob), each of them We guided, and before him, We 

guided Nooh (Noah), and among his progeny Daawood (David), Sulaimaan (Solomon), Ayyoob 

(Job), Yoosuf (Joseph), Moosaa (Moses), and Haaroon (Aaron). Thus do We reward the Al-

Muhsinoon (the good-doers.) (84) And Zakariyyaa (Zachariya), and Yahyaa (John) and `Eesaa 

(Jesus) and Ilyaas (Elias), each one of them was of the righteous. (85) And Ismaa`eel (Ishmael) 

and Al-Yasa`a (Elisha), and Yoonus (Jonah) and Loot (Lot), and each one of them We preferred 

above the 'Aalameen [(mankind and jinn) (of their times)].  [Al-An`aam 6:83-86] 

And He Ta`Aalaa said about Hood (`alayhi salaam) in Soorah Al-A`raaf: 

چ  ۋۈ  ۈ  ۇٴ    ۋ  چ  
And to 'Aad (people, We sent) their brother Hood … [Al-A`raaf 7:65] 

And also about Saalih (`alayhi salaam): 

  چ  ۆڭ  ۇ  ۇ  ۆچ 

And to Thamood (people, We sent) their brother Saalih (Saleh)… [Al-A`raaf 7:73] 

And likewise about Shu`ayb (`alayhi salaam): 

چ  ڃڄ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄچ   

 And to (the people of) Madyan (Midian), (We sent) their brother Shu'ayb... [Al-A`raaf 7:85] 
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And In Soorah Aali `Imraan we read: 

چڑ  ڑ  ک  ک  ک    چ   

Allaah chose Aadam and Nooh (Noah)… [Aali `Imraan 3:33] 

And also: 

 چ  ڌ      ڌ  ڍ  ڍ  ڇڇ  ڇ  ڇ  چ چ

And (remember) Ismaa`eel (Ishmael), Idrees and Dhul-Kifl (Isaiah): all were from among As-

Saabiroon (the patient). [Al-Anbiyaa’ 21:85] 

 

And He Subhaanahu wa Ta`Aalaa sealed the prophethood with Muhammad (sallallaahu`alayhi 

wa sallam as He Ta`Aalaa mentioned in Soorah Al-Fath: 

  چ        ڀٻ  پ  پ  پ  پ       ڀ  ڀ  ٻٱ  ٻ  ٻچ 

Muhammad [salallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam] is the Messenger of Allaah. And those who are 

with him are severe against disbelievers and merciful among themselves... [Al-Fath 48:29] 

 

 
 

 WHAT IS OBLIGATORY UPON US REGARDING THE PROPHETS AND MESSENGERS 

 First of all, we have to believe in all of them as Allaah Ta`Aalaa said in Soorah An-Nisaa’: 

ڦ  ڄ  ڄ   ڄ  ڄ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  چ  چ   چ 

چ  چ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ   ڍ  ڍ  ڌ  ڌ  ڎ  ڎ  

  چڑ  ک  ک  ک      ڑڈ  ڈ  ژ    ژ

Verily, those who disbelieve in Allaah and His Messengers and wish to make 

distinction between Allaah and His Messengers (by believing in Allaah and disbelieving 

in His Messengers) saying, "We believe in some but reject others," and wish to adopt a 

way in between. They are in truth disbelievers. And We have prepared for the 

disbelievers a humiliating torment.  [An-Nisaa 4:150-151] 

We have to believe in them all, and believe all that they came with, as Allaah Ta`Aalaa told us.  From 

our duties regarding the Prophets and Messengers, is that we must love them, support them, and 

avoid hating them and contracting (bargaining) with the enemy of any of them. Allaah `Azza wa Jall 

said: 
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  چ  ی  ی  ی  ئى  ئى   ئى  ئې  ئې  ئې   ئۈ   ئۈ  ئۆ چ

And whosoever takes Allaah, His Messenger [sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam], and those who have 

believed, as Protectors, then the party of Allaah will be the victorious. [Al-Maa’idah 5:56] 

  چڱ  ں  ں  ڻ  ڻ  ڻ  ڻ   ۀ  ۀ  ہ  ہ  ہ    چ 

"Whoever is an enemy to Allaah, His Angels, His Messengers, Jibreel (Gabriel) and Mikaa’eel 

(Michael), then verily, Allaah is an enemy to the disbelievers." [Al-Baqarah 2:98] 

We must believe that the Messengers of Allaah are superior to the rest of mankind, and no one - no 

matter how pious and righteous he or she is, can attain their status as Allaah Ta`Aaalaa said:  

  چڌ     ڌ  ڎ  ڎ      ڍچ  چ   ڇ  ڇ      ڇ  ڇ  ڍچ 

Allaah chooses Messengers from angels and from men. Verily, Allaah is All-Hearer, All-Seer. 

[Al-Hajj 22:75] 

We also have to believe that there are differences between them and they are not all at the same 

status as mentioned earlier. Allaah said in Soorah Al-Baqarah: 

چ  ٺٺ  ٺ  ٺ   ڀپ  ڀ  ڀ       ڀ  پٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ  چ  

Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others; to some of them Allaah spoke 

(directly); others He raised to degrees (of honour)… [Al-Baqarah 2:253] 

This completes everything that our Shaykh wanted to mention with regards to the Prophets and the 

Messengers; and Allaah Knows Best. 

 

All the praise and thanks are for Allaah and the salaah and salaam be upon the Messenger of Allaah. 

END OF DARS fifteen 


