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The Key to Knowledge 
How to Understand Islaam Correctly  

Shaykh Muhammad Al-Malki 

 

Dars 24- `Aqeedah: Believing in the Hereafter – The Inevitable End – Paradise or Hell 
01/05/2011 

 
After praising Allaah and sending salaah and salaam upon His Messenger (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam) and those 

who followed him, our Shaykh and teacher, Muhammad Al-Malki welcomed the students to today’s 

class. Today we will have the last  of  the sessions dealing with believing in the Last Day. We will deal 

with: The Inevitable End – Paradise or Hell 

 

THE INEVITABLE END 

The inevitable end will be either permanent pleasure or constant and severe torment i.e. whether 

people will end up entering the Jannah (Paradise) or the Naar (Fire) as Allaah Ta`aalaa said,  

ہ  ھ   ھ  ھ   ھ  ے    ہڻ  ۀ  ۀ  ہ  ہ   ڻں  ں  ڻ  ڻچ 

 ﮶ ﮷  ﮸    ۓے  ۓ   چ﮲  ﮳  ﮴      ﮵  

Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full. 

And whoever is removed away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful. The 

life of this world is only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving thing). (Aal-`Imraan 3:185) 

Allaah Ta`aalaa is warning us against this painful torment of entering the Fire.  

 

THE PARADISE AND THE FIRE 

What is the Naar (Fire) and how is it mentioned in the Qur’aan? The Fire is mentioned in the Qur’aan 

almost double the number of times that the Jannah is mentioned in the Qur’aan. All this is warning 

against it and against all deeds that lead to it. The Jannah (Paradise) is the place of Allaah’s reward for 

those who obey Allaah and the Fire is the place of Allaah’s punishment for those who disobeyed Him 

and disbelieved in Him. The Paradise and Fire are already created and existing.  
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The Jannah 

The Jannah is in the 7th Heaven as mentioned by Allaah Ta`aalaa in soorah An-Najm. Allaah Azza wa Jall 

said, 

  چڑ  ک    ک  ک  ک  گ  گ  گ  گ  ڳ  ڳ  ڳ  ڳ   چ 

And indeed he (Muhammad (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam)) saw him [Jibraa`eel (Gabriel)] at a second descent 

(i.e. another time). Near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha (a lote tree of the utmost boundary over the seventh 

heaven beyond which none can pass). Near it is the Paradise of Abode. (An-Najm 53:13-15) 

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta`aalaa) informed us of the location of the Jannah. It is also narrated in Saheeh Al-

Bukhaaree on the authority of Abu Hurayrah (radhiyallaahu `anhu) that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu`alayhi 

wa sallam) said, "Verily Paradise has one-hundred grades which Allaah has prepared for those who 

struggle for the Sake of Allaah, and the distance between each of two grades is like the distance 

between the heavens and the earth.  

The highest grade of it is Al-Firdaus Al-A`laa and there is nothing (created) above it except the Throne 

of Allaah and from it originates all the rivers of Paradise, as comes in the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah in  

Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, where the Prophet (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam) said, So, when you ask Allaah (for 

something), ask for Al-Firdaus which is the best and highest part of Paradise." (i.e. The sub-narrator 

added, "I think the Prophet also said, 'Above it (i.e. Al-Firdaus) is the Throne of Beneficent (i.e. 

Allaah), and from it originate the rivers of Paradise.")1 

Jannah has eight (8) gates and the distance between the two sides of each gate is like the distance 

between the east and the west. In the hadeeth in Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree on the authority of Abul-

Abbaas Sahl ibn Sa`d as-Sa`dee (radhiyallaahu `anhu) that the Prophet said, "Paradise has eight gates, and 

one of them is called Ar-Rayaan through which none will enter but those who observed fasting (for 

the sake of Allaah)."2  

The intellect cannot perceive the pleasures contained therein, nor can any eye  see (what is there) until 

the believer enters the Jannah; and no ear can hear of it except in the Hereafter when they enter the 

Jannah. The reality of it does not dawn upon a heart or brain of any mankind. 

  

                                                      
1
 Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, The Book of Tawheed: 

س، إى في الجٌة هائة درجة، أعدُا الله للوجاُديي في سبيلَ، كل درجحيي ها بيٌِوا كوا بيي السواء ّالأرض، فئذا سألحن الله فسلٍْ الفردّ
 ّأعلى الجٌة، ّفْقَ عرش الرحوي، ّهٌَ جَفجَّر أًِار الجٌةفئًَ أّسط الجٌة، 

2
 Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, The Book of the Beginning of Creation: 

 في الجٌة ثواًية أبْاب، فيِا باب يسوى الرياى، لا يدخلَ إلا الصائوْى
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The Fire  

As for the Fire, it is the place of the punishment of Allaah which He created and prepared for two types 

of people:  

1) Those who are the original dwellers of it. They are the disbelievers, atheists and pagans; those who 

worship anything besides Allaah or who deny Allaah or deny anything that He Ta'aalaa commanded 

mankind to believe in. 

2) The others are those who will not abide in it forever. They are (sinful persons) from the believers. 

They are under the Will of Allaah; if He (Subhaanahu wa Ta`aalaa) Wills He will punish and torture them for 

their sins and then He will remove them from it and place them in Jannah, and if He Wills He will 

forgive them from the onset. That is because the only sin that Allaah does not forgive is shirk as He 

said Sooratun-Nisaa’, 

 چ  ےڻ  ڻ  ۀ  ۀ   ہ  ہ  ہ    ہ  ھ  ھ   ھ  ھ  ےچ 

Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship), but He forgives 

except that (anything else) to whom He wills... (An-Nisaa’ 4:48) 

As the Paradise is located in the highest of the heavens, the Fire is located in the lowest of the earths 

as reported by Ibn `Abbaas (radhiyallaahu `anhumaa) in Tafseer. 

As the Jannah has eight (8) gates, the Fire has seven (7) gates as Allaah Azza wa Jall said,  

چہ  ہ  ہ  ہ  ھ   ھ  ھ  ھ  ے  ے  ۓ  ۓ  ﮲  ﮳  چ 

 And surely, Hell is the promised place for them all. It (Hell) has seven gates, for each of those gates 

is a (special) class (of sinners) assigned. (Al-Hijr 15:43-44) 

As Jannah has darajaat i.e. ascending ranks, the Fire has darakaat i.e. descending/downgrading ranks 

as is reported from `Abur-Rahmaan ibn Aslam. The lowest level of the Fire is for the munaafiqeen 

(hypocrites) as Allaah mentioned in soorah Nisaa’,  

  چۓ  ڭ   ڭ  ڭ  ڭ  ۇ  ۇ  ۆ  ۆ  ۈ  ۈ  ۇٴ   چ 

Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth (grade) of the Fire; no helper will you find for them. 

(An-Nisaa’ 4:145) 

The description of the intense heat of the Fire is reported from the Prophet (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam) as is 

authentically narrated in Saheeh al- Bukhaaree and Saheeh Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurayrah 

(radhiyallaahu `anhu) that he (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam) said, “Your fire of this world (e.g. of the stove, candle, 

factory etc.) is one seventieth (1/70) of the Fire of the Last Day.”3 

                                                      
3
 Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, The Book of the Beginning of Creation:  زء هي سبعيي جزءا هي ًار جٌِنًاركن ج  
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Even the sun with its great amount of heat will be rolled up as a ball on the Day of Resurrection and be 

thrown into the Fire. The Fire of Jahannam is not like the fire of today as its fuel is not wood and oil but 

it is stones and bodies as Allaah Azza wa Jall mentioned in sooratul-Baqarah, 

  چئى  ئي  بج     ئمئې  ئې  ئى  ئى  ئى  ی   ی   ی  ی  ئج  ئحچ 

But if you do it not, and you can never do it, then fear the Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and 

stones, prepared for the disbelievers. (Al-Baqarah 2:24) 

 

BELIEF IN THE PARADISE AND THE FIRE 

Believing in the Paradise and Fire is obtained by 3 things:  

1) The firm belief that they are both true and that the Paradise is the final abode of the Believers , 

those with Taqwaa and the successful ones and the Fire is the final abode of the disbelievers and 

hypocrites as Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta`aalaa) said in Soorah An-Nisaa’, 

  ڳژ  ژ  ڑ          ڑ  ک  ک  ک  ک   گ   گ  گ  گ  ڳ  ڳ  ڳچ 

  چڱ   ڱ  ڱ  ں  ں  ڱ    

Surely, those who disbelieved in Our Ayaat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, 

etc.), We shall burn them in Fire. As often as their skins are roasted through, We shall change 

them for other skins that they may taste the punishment. Truly, Allaah is Ever Most Powerful, 

All-Wise. (An-Nisaa’ 4:56) 

And regarding the believers He said, 

ے  ے     ھڻ  ڻ  ڻ  ڻ   ۀ  ۀ  ہ  ہ  ہ  ہ    ھ  ھ  ھچ 

  چ﮳  ﮴  ﮵  ﮶    ﮲ۓ  ۓ

 But those who believe (in the Oneness of Allaah – Islaamic Monotheism) and do deeds of 

righteousness, We shall admit them to Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), abiding 

therein forever. Therein they shall have Azwaajun Mutahharatun (purified mates or wives), and 

We shall admit them to shades wide and ever deepening (Paradise). (An-Nisaa’ 4:57) 

Azwaajun Mutahharah means wives pure from menses, stool, urine and anything which may keep 

them away from their husbands. They will always be virgins even after they have been enjoyed 

they immediately return to being virgins.  

That is the 1st principle for believing in the Paradise and the Fire. 
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2) Believing that they have been created and are existing as Allaah Ta`aalaa said in soorah Aal-`Imraan 

about the Paradise, and in sooratul-Baqarah about the Fire, 

  چڀ  ڀ  ڀ    …چ

… prepared for Al-Muttaqoon (the pious). (Aal-`Imraan 3:133) 

  چئى  ئي  بج   …   چ 

… prepared for the disbelievers. (Al-Baqarah 2:24) 

It is reported in the hadeeth of `Imraan ibn Hussayn in the Saheehayn that the Prophet (sallallaahu`alayhi 

wa sallam) said, “I looked into the Paradise and the majority of its inhabitants being poor people; and 

I looked into the Hell and saw that the majority of its inhabitants were women.” 4 

3) To believe that these two places (the Paradise and Fire) will remain forever. They will never be 

destroyed or stop, nor will their inhabitants have an end to their lives (i.e. die) as Allaah said,  

ۆ  ۈ  ۈ  ۇٴ   ۋ  ۋ  ۅ  ۅ  ۉ    ۆڭ  ۇ  ۇچ 

  چې  ى  ى  ئا     ېۉ     ې  ې

These are the limits (set by) Allaah (or ordainments as regards laws of inheritance), and 

whosoever obeys Allaah and His Messenger (Muhammad (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam)), will be admitted 

to Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise), to abide therein, and that will be the great 

success. (An-Nisaa’ 4:13) 

And regarding the Fire, Allaah said in the following ayah, 

  چئا  ئە  ئە  ئو  ئو  ئۇ  ئۇ    ئۆ  ئۆ  ئۈ  ئۈ  ئې  ئې     چ 

And whosoever disobeys Allaah and His Messenger (Muhammad (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam)), and 

transgresses His (set) limits, He will cast him into the Fire, to abide therein; and he shall have a 

disgraceful torment. (An-Nisaa’ 4:14) 

It is also reported in Bukhaaree and Muslim on the authority of `Abdillaah ibn `Umar ibn Al-

Khattaab (radhiyallaahu `anhumaa) that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu`alayhi wa sallam) said: “Allaah would 

admit the people of Jannah into Jannah and the people of the Fire into the Fire. Then an 

announcer would stand between them and say: ‘O people of Jannah, there is no death for you; O 

people of the Fire, there is no death for you. Every one of you will live forever therein’.”5 These 

are the ways of believing in the Jannah and the Fire.  

                                                      
4
 Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, The Book of the Beginning of Creation & Saheeh Muslim, The Book of Heart-Rendering Narrations: 

 اطلعث في الجٌة فرأيث أكثر أُلِا الفقراء، ّاطلعث في الٌار فرأيث أكثر أُلِا الٌساء
5
 Saheeh Muslim, The Book Pertaining to Paradise, Its Description, Its Bounties and Its Intimates: 

 كل خالد فيوا ُْ فيَ. لا هْت! ّيا أُل الٌار. لا هْت! يا أُل الجٌة: ثن يقْم هؤذى بيٌِن فيقْل. ّيدخل أُل الٌار الٌار. يدخل الله أُل الجٌة الجٌة
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THE FRUITS OF BELIEVING IN THE LAST DAY  

1) The eagerness to obey Allaah hoping  to earn the reward of that Day (Jannah) and to be distanced 

and refraining from disobedience fearing the punishment and torment of that Day.  

2) The pleasure that the believer will have when he knows that what he missed of this worldly life and 

its enjoyment will be replaced with better than it in the Hereafter i.e. to gain the great pleasure of 

the Jannah on the Last Day. 

3) To fear the complete and perfect Justice of Allaah as He will reckon and judge every person for his 

deeds, besides His Mercy which He bestows upon his slaves. 

This is the completion of the fifth pillar or article of Faith – Belief in the Last Day. 

 

We now end by praising Allaah and sending salaah and salaam upon the Messenger of Allaah. 

 END OF DARS TWENTY-FOUR  


